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COLCHESTER SCHOOL DISTRICT

POLICY: HOMEWORK POLICY and PROCEDURES

DATE ADOPTED: June 3, 2008

PHILOSOPHY:

Colchester School District believes that the goal of homework is to increase student learning.
Homework is an assignment that is intended to be completed outside of the classroom.
Meaningful homework assignments are flexible and based on students’ needs. Well-designed
homework increases students’ understanding, skills and confidence. Parents/Guardians can
benefit from homework by gaining knowledge of the learning done at school. Successful
homework programs link the learner, home and school.

Homework may be assigned to:

Review and reinforce content
Apply, extend or reflect on learning
Introduce new content

Provide independent practice

FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF ASSIGNMENTS

While it is understood that the time it takes to complete homework assignments may vary with
each child, the times below are the general guidelines for each grade range. Teachers will be
aware of any grade specific or school-wide evening commitments for students and adjust
homework accordingly. Long-term assignments should be given well in advance of the due date
and should include incremental checkpoints or benchmarks to help students complete them
successfully.

If a student does not have homework or finishes early, it is always a good idea to spend time
reading and, in the elementary grades, reviewing math facts. The benefits of independent
reading are immeasurable and help a student develop a lifelong habit of reading.

Average Time
Grade Range Per Night*
Kindergarten 0 — 10 minutes
Grades 1 -2 10 — 20 minutes
Grades 3-5 30 — 50 minutes
Grades 6 —8 60 — 80 minutes
Grades 9 -12 90 — 120 minutes

Homework will not be assigned over vacation for grades K-8. Grades 9-12 may have homework
over vacation.

No Legal References.

Date Warned: May 16, 2008
First Reading: May 20, 2008
Second Reading: June 3, 2008



G1A

*These time ranges assume the student is focused and on-task. If a child is having difficulty on a
consistent basis completing assignments within the time frames established, parents should
contact their child’s teacher(s) for assistance. Project work shall be included in determining total
homework time.

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING PROGRAMS

High school students are assigned summer reading that helps build a bridge from one year’s
learning to the next. With the exception of Advanced Placement (AP) classes, these assignments
are differentiated to attend to students’ different readiness and interests. Support is available for
students who may need help during the summer to complete these assignments.

DIFFERENTIATION

We are responsible for meeting the varied academic needs of all students in our schools. This
responsibility requires us to carefully consider the modification and extension of homework
assignments based on our knowledge of student learning styles, readiness, and interest. When
making modifications, it is important to preserve the integrity of the assignment while making
adjustments by reducing the quantity, varying the type and/or altering the level of difficulty of
homework assignments.

Students needing adjustments in homework expectations may include:
e Highly motivated and independent learners.
e Students with learning needs (e.g. Educational Support Team plans, Individualized
Education Plans or plans under Section 504).
e Students struggling with homework completion due to personal or family circumstances.

GRADING OF ASSIGNMENTS

Student performance should be measured and reported on the basis of clear curriculum content
and student performance standards. Therefore, academic grades should be directly based on
student performance in mastering targeted Grade Level Expectations and District curriculum
standards. In other words, homework should not be given simply for the purpose of giving or
receiving a grade or to demonstrate a student’s level of responsibility. It is an instructional
strategy that affords students the opportunity to practice and apply their knowledge. When
applied in this way, homework is a tool for improving student success.

e Completed homework assignments should always be given some form of feedback (e.g.
checkmark, grade or narrative/verbal comments).

e At the K-5 level homework will only be graded for completion.

e Atthe 6-12 level homework can be graded for completion and/or with a number or letter
grade.

e At most, homework will count for 10% of a student’s final grade in grades K-8 and 20% in
grades 9-12.

The guidelines for grading homework apply only to homework itself, not the grading of projects.
Projects are often worked on during class time and are therefore considered class work. Project
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work shall be included in determining total homework time but will not be included in
homework grading.

MISSED ASSIGNMENTS

Homework should be completed because it is an important part of a student’s responsibility as a
learner. Therefore, incentives and rewards should be used on a limited basis. Homework should
never be used as punishment. Failure to complete an assignment will result in loss of credit.
Homework is of value to learning, and therefore students will be allowed to complete an
assignment within one week of the original due date with a maximum loss of credit of 25%.
After one week, a teacher may elect to give the student no credit for the missed assignment.

Loss of recess, staying after school or detention will not be used as a consequence. If homework
completion is a chronic problem, schools may provide interventions such as Homework Club or
individualized support.

COMMUNICATION

The philosophy and procedures should be communicated through:
e Handbooks
e Web pages (district and school)
e Student orientations
e Parent conferences
e Parent transition nights
e Open houses
e Faculty meetings
e Staff orientations

Each school will follow a clear system for reporting homework to students and parents (ex.
student planners, weekly assignment sheets, team assignment sheets, web pages, posted in
classrooms). The system will be established and reviewed.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Student
e Set up and follow a homework routine.

Follow the school’s homework reporting system (ex. daily planner, home folder).

Bring all necessary materials to and from school.

Understand the directions, ask clarifying questions.

Complete homework assignments to the best of his or her ability.

Return homework as assigned.

When questions or concerns arise speak with the teacher.

If there is no homework or it is finished early, it is always a good idea to spend time
reading and, in the elementary grades, reviewing math facts. The benefits of
independent reading are immeasurable and help a student develop a lifelong habit of
reading.
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Teacher
e Explain to students the importance of homework and its connection to learning.
e Teach skills and strategies necessary for successful homework completion.
e Provide clear instructions and answer clarifying questions.
e Provide homework that is clear, meaningful and purposeful.
e Provide feedback on homework in a timely manner.
e Communicate with student and parents as needed.
e Work collaboratively with other teachers to assign reasonable amounts of homework (see
guidelines).

Parents/Guardians
e Set up and follow a homework routine (time, location, materials and storage of materials).
e Be encouraging and supportive.
e Monitor student’s homework (daily assignments, completion).
e When issues, questions or concerns arise please speak with the teacher in a timely manner.
e Encourage the student to work on her or his own; be available to help.
e Follow the school’s system for reporting homework (ex. daily planner, home folder).

Administration
e Communicate and monitor consistent implementation of the homework policy and
procedures.
e Communicate homework expectations to parents.
e Establish, communicate and review the school’s reporting system to parents.




