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Tonight 

Purpose of the Evening

1. Learn about education at 
CHS and our school‘s 
philosophy

2. Provide families and 
students with a brief 
overview of the 9th grade 
experience (and beyond!)

3. Meet administration and 
faculty

4. Begin the transition 
process for the Class of 
2O26!

Schedule

Welcome

Departments, Courses 
and Programming at 

CHS

School Counseling and 
Support Services

Q&A



Welcome

Students 1st



Excellence and Equity in a 
Climate of Respect, 

Responsibility, and Pride
1. We engage in diverse learning experiences rooted in relationships, relevance, 

rigor, and shared responsibility.

2. We work together to build on one another’s strengths and perspectives.

3. We cultivate a strong and connected community that respects and celebrates 
all Lakers.

4. We demonstrate respect and compassion for ourselves, one another, and our 
school.

5. We create safe spaces where all Lakers can thrive.

6. We empower all Lakers to use their voice, pursue their aspirations, and be 
active and engaged members of our community.



9th and 
1Oth

11th and 
12th

The High School 
Journey



Requirements Credits

English 4

Social Studies 3.5

Math 3.5

Science 3.5

Fine Arts 1.0

Health 0.5

Physical Education 1.5

Electives 7

24.5

9th Grade,
a little less flexible!

� Thinkers and Revolutionaries 
(English 1.0 and Social Studies 1.0) 

� Algebra or Geometry 
(Math 1.0)

� Earth Systems Science 
(Science 1.0) 

Graduation Requirements

The High School 
Journey



Flexible Pathways 
@CHS

9th and 10th

Courses at CHS:
� Breaking Into Coding
� Arabic
� Viva: Cultures of the Spanish 

Speaking World
� Number Theory
� Science of Survival
� Mountains and Minds
� Holocaust
� Math of Sports
� Photography
� Music Technology
� International Politics and 

the UN
� Advanced Placement Classes 

(12)
And More!

Some other offerings:
★ Dual Enrollment (College 

Classes)
★ Virtual High School (VHS)
★ Technical Centers (CTE and BTC)
★ TIPS Program – Internships
★ Extended Learning
★ Target Graduation
★ Options Credit
★ Governor’s Institute
★ Extended Educational Trips: 

Andros, Washington DC, Quebec 
City, Costa Rica, Ecuador , France

Learning happens in a variety of ways both 

inside and outside the four walls of CHS!



The high school 
experience

9th and 10th

Athletics Co-Curriculars
★ Anime Club
★ Art Club
★ Backcountry 

Snowsports
★ CHS Cares
★ CHS Film 

Society
★ Colchester 

Theatre 
Company

★ Debate Team
★ Green Team
★ International 

Club
★ Math League

★ Mountain 
Bike Club

★ National 
Honor 
Society

★ QSA
★ Social 

Justice 
Alliance

★ Ski & Board 
Club

★ Speech Team
★ Student 

Council
★ We Matter 

Here

★ Football
★ Field Hockey
★ Golf
★ Boys’ Soccer
★ Girls’ Soccer
★ Cross 

Country
★ Wrestling
★ Dance
★ Alpine Skiing
★ Nordic 

Skiing
★ Boys’ Ice 

Hockey
★ Girls’ Ice 

Hockey

★ Boys’ 
Basketball

★ Girls’ 
Basketball

★ Baseball
★ Softball
★ Boys’ Tennis
★ Girls’ Tennis
★ Boys’ Lacrosse
★ Girls’ 

Lacrosse
★ Track and 

Field
★ Ultimate 

Frisbee
★ Volleyball



CHS Traditions

9th and 10th

★ Variety Night

★ Spirit Week

★ Gingerbread Houses

★ Volleyball Tournament

★ Green-up day

...and more!



Humanities 
Mr. Cole



9th  Thinkers & Revolutionaries

Humanities 

4-Year Course SEQUENCE

1Oth   American Experience

ENGLISH: 
AP English Language or…

The Human Experience English

Social Studies: 
AP US GOV./History

or… Legacies of the Past

SEMINAR: English/SS Requirement (full-year)
PLUS: English & Social Studies Electives like 

POP LIT & Geography

Te Tah 

Ingat 

Hunies 

Curul

11th

12th



Humanities 

9th Grade 
Logistics:

★Integrated English & 
social studies curriculum 
& Heterogeneously 
grouped

★Co-taught with one 
English and one social 
studies teacher

★Double classroom with 
mostly open wall

★EVERYDAY, 86 minutes, ALL 
YEAR

★1 ENG credit, 1 SS credit

★Teachers: Albright & 
Beaudoin, Cohen & 
MacArdle



What is freedom? How far will people go for 
freedom and equality? Why do revolutions 
happen and how do they impact societies?

Humanities 

T.Rev



A Look Ahead to 1Oth grade!

Humanities 

The American Experience

The same set-up as T. Rev:English & social 
studies integrated and team taught!

English:
Yearbook & Journalism
Media
Public Speaking
Creative Writing
Popular Literature

English & Social Studies Electives open to 1O-12th graders:

Social Studies:
AP U.S. Government
Holocaust Studies
Philosophy
Psychology
Geography



Math 
Ms. DIXON



Math 

★ cultivating 
mathematical reasoning 

★ helping all learners 
grow 

★ encouraging students to 
think flexibly

★ solving problems in a 
variety of ways

Our Focus:



Math 

Algebra I

★ Linear Models
★ Expanded Linear 

Models
★ Exponential Models
★ Quadratic Models

Geometry

★ Language of Geometry
★ Similarity
★ Congruence
★ Circles
★ Solids

Supports ★ Strategic Algebra
★ Math Center



Math 

★ Earn 3.5 credits of math
★ These credits must include Algebra and 

Geometry
★ We strongly encourage all students to also 

take Algebra II and Statistics
★ Algebra I in 8th grade counts as an elective 

credit, but fulfills the Algebra requirement

To demonstrate 
proficiency in math:



Math 

Future courses:
★ Algebra II in Depth
★ Statistics
★ Math of Sports
★ Pre-Calculus
★ College Algebra
★ Number Theory
★ Consumer Math
★ AP Statistics
★ AP Calculus



Science 
Mr. Warren



Science 

Learn
★ How radioactive 

elements are used 
to date artifacts

★ How seismic waves 
tell us how Earth 
is structured

★ How rivers form 
and change course

★ How atmosphere 
has changed over 
time 

★ How greenhouse 
effect works

★ About climate 
change - proxies, 
carbon fluxes, 
impacts, feedback 
loops, solutions

Do
★ Hands-on 

activities
★ Labs
★ Collaborate 
★ Engineering 

design challenge
★ Analyze data and 

graphics
★ Connect current 

events to what 
you are learning

★ Create models 
★ Improve 

scientific 
investigation 
And 
communication 
skills

1 credit

Earth System Science



Science 

How do Earth systems work and how do they interact with each other?
How do humans interact with and impact the Earth and its systems?

How do we know what we know? What is the evidence?

Earth System Science

Heterogeneous

Differentiated



more 9th grade classes
Science of 
Survival

Experimental 
Biology

Breaking 
into Coding

Learn about: 
★ Cellular Basis of 

Life
★ Evolution
★ DNA Structure & 

Function
★ Genetics & 

Inheritance
★ Ecology

Pre-req: Algebra 1 and 
Grade 8 teacher 
recommendation 
1 credit

Learn how to:
★ Start fires with 

flint
★ Build shelter
★ Locate edible 

plants
★ Source clean 

water
★ Survive in the 

wilderness

½ credit

Learn how to code to:
★ Problem solve
★ Program a robot 
★ Build an app / 

game 
★ Physical 

computing

Pre-req:  Algebra I
½ credit

Science 



Eye to the future

Lab Biology
Experimental Biology

Lab Chemistry
Experimental Chemistry

Action Physics
Principles of Physics

3.5 credits
★ Earth Systems Science (1)
★ Biology (1)
★ Physical Science (Chemistry or Physics) (1)
★ Elective or any other course in science (O.5)

Science of Survival
Breaking into Coding

Forensics
Anatomy & Physiology

Engineering Lab

AP Biology
AP Chemistry

AP Physics
AP Environmental 

Science

Science 



Art, Music,
& World 

Language 
Mr. Cannizzaro



Art 
Department 

Faculty

Amanda Vella 
Vito Cannizzaro

Graduation 
Requirements 

1 credit in Fine Art: 
Art or Music

Art 1 is a pre-req 
for all other Art 
classes offered.

Proficiencies

Connect
Create

Respond
Present

Art courses 
offered:

Art 1

Drawing Painting Pottery 1

3D-Art Photography Pottery 2

AP Art

Art 



Music
courses
offered:

Concert Band Wind Ensemble    Jazz Band

Chorus Concert Choir  Chorale

Chamber Singers Beginning Piano     Intermediate Piano

Beginning Guitar Music Technology Introduction to Music Theory

Music 
Department 

Faculty

Melissa Towle 
Evan Peltier

Graduation 
Requirements 

1 credit in Fine 
Art: 

Music or Art

Proficiencies

Connect
Create

Respond
Present 

Music 



Department 
Faculty

Carrie Robinson
Keren Turner
Emma Pedrin

Jennifer Loiseau 
Yara Hanna

Graduation 
Recommendations 

2-5 years of the same 
language depending on 

post graduate plans

Proficiencies

Presentational
Interpretive

Interpersonal 
Communication

Language Conventions
Culture and 
Connections

Language courses 
offered:

French 1-French 5

Spanish 1- spanish 5

Viva: Exploring Spanish 
Cultures

Introduction to Arabic

World Language 



P.E. & Health 
Ms. Laquerre



Physical 
Education 

Dept.
Courtney Boetsma 

Tom Perry
Morgan Samler

Required 
3 semesters 
PE I & PE II
1.5 credits

Elective
Eat! Play! Live!

Proficiencies

Motor Skills
Physical Fitness

Affective 
Qualities/

Social 
Interactions

Come and try…
Crossfit, Skiing, Snowshoeing, 
Dance, Ropes Course, Climbing 

Wall, Canoe / Paddling / 
Kayaking, Orienteering, 

Mountain Biking, Racquetball, 
Team Building 

and more...

Physical Education



Health

Health 
Department

Melanie Laquerre

Required
1 semester

Human Ecology

Electives
Foods I & II

Life 1O1
Eat! Play! Live!

Proficiencies

Good Health
Decision Making

Goal Setting

Topics include...
Personal Health, Mental Health, 
Health Skills, Alcohol, Tobacco & 
Other Drugs, Human Sexuality, 

and Nutrition



School 
Counseling 

& Support 
Services 

Mr. Hall & Ms. Keep



Support Systems

★ School counseling
★AT (acceleration, advising, academics)
★Math lab
★Writer’s Workshop
★Homework Club
★ Individual teacher help
★Parent Portal
★ Teacher websites
★MTSS:

■Educational Support Team, Special 
Education, 5O4, ELL



School Counseling

*Help students plan for success in 3 
domains

Academic

★ Course 
selection and 
planning

★ Accessing 
support 
services

Career

★ Career 
Planning

★ College 
Admissions

Personal/Social

★ One-on-one
★ Groups
★ Mediation
★ Referral



★ Extending Learning 
course

★ Laker Learning Lab

★ VHS

★ Tips

★ Dual Enrollment

★ Early College

★ Intro to College and 
Careers course 
(formally Intro to 
College Studies)

★ Burlington 
Technical 
Center (BTC)

★ Center for 
Technology 
Essex (CTE)

○ BTC- Half day

○ CTE- Full Day

○ Pre-tech

★ Work Based 
Learning

★ Options Credits 

○ Work

○ Volunteer

○ Mentoring

○ Aide

Flexible Pathways





Family Support 

Danielle Jatlow
parent support
8O2-777-5932

Amy Jensen
student support

8O2-488-7717



Communication

9th and 10th

★ Faculty and Staff
★ PowerSchool
★ Website
★ The Laker View
★ Social Media

○ Facebook: Colchester High School
○ Twitter: @CHSLakersVT, 

@CHSLakersAP, @CHSAthleticsVT



Advice

9th and 10th

1. Get involved!
Find out what CHS has to offer and 
then take advantage of it.

2. We’re a family!
Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you 
need it.



Question & 
Answer

8th Grade 
Open House
Webinar


