
8th Grade 
Open House

Welcome to



Welcome 
Class of 

2O27!



Some background on your new Principal

● 17th year in education
● Moved to Vermont from NJ in 2017 
● Special Educator
● Special Education Coordinator
● Interim Principal
● Assistant Principal
● Coaching - Football, Basketball, Lacrosse, 

and Track & Field  
● Bachelors, History & American Studies
● Masters, Special Education
● Masters, Educational Leadership
● Doctoral Student, Educational Leadership 

and Policy Studies

CHS Respect, Responsibility, and Pride



Admins

Andrew Conforti
Principal

Erica LeClair
Assistant Principal

Chad DeMagistris
Assistant Principal

Amber Keep
Director of Student 
Support Services



Admins around CHS



Tonight 

Purpose of the Evening

1. Learn about our academic 
program & vision

2. Provide a brief overview 
of the 9th grade 
experience (and beyond!)

3. Begin the transition to 
high school for the Class 
of 2O27!

Schedule

Principal’s Welcome

Four Rotations:

1. Math/Science
2. Humanities
3. Support Services
4. Electives

Families will go through 
rotations by last name



Excellence and Equity in a 
Climate of Respect, 

Responsibility, and Pride

CHS Mission Statement



1. We engage in diverse learning experiences rooted in 
relationships, relevance, rigor, and shared responsibility.

2. We work together to build on one another’s strengths and 
perspectives.

3. We cultivate a strong and connected community that respects 
and celebrates all Lakers.

4. We demonstrate respect and compassion for ourselves, one 
another, and our school.

5. We create safe spaces where all Lakers can thrive.

6. We empower all Lakers to use their voice, pursue their 
aspirations, and be active and engaged members of our 
community.

CHS Core Beliefs



Welcome

Students 1st



9th and 
1Oth

11th and 
12th

The High School 
Journey



Requirements Credits

English 4

Social Studies 3.5

Math 3.5

Science 3.5

Fine Arts 1.0

Health 0.5

Physical Education 1.5

Electives 7

24.5

9th Grade,
a little less flexible!

� The Regimes and Revolutions of 
the Modern World (TREV)
(English 1.0 and Social Studies 1.0) 

� Algebra or Geometry 
(Math 1.0)

� Earth Systems Science 
(Science 1.0) 

Graduation Requirements

The High School 
Journey



Flexible Pathways 
@CHS

9th and 10th

Courses at CHS:
� Breaking Into Coding
� Arabic
� Viva: Cultures of the Spanish 

Speaking World
� Number Theory
� Science of Survival
� Mountains and Minds
� Holocaust
� Math of Sports
� Photography
� Music Technology
� International Politics and 

the UN
� Advanced Placement Classes 

(12)
And More!

Some other offerings:
★ Dual Enrollment (College 

Classes)
★ Virtual High School (VHS)
★ Technical Centers (CTE and BTC)
★ TIPS Program – Internships
★ Extended Learning
★ Target Graduation
★ Options Credit
★ Governor’s Institute
★ Extended Educational Trips: 

Andros, Washington DC, Quebec 
City, Costa Rica, Ecuador , France

Learning happens in a variety of ways both 

inside and outside the four walls of CHS!



The high school 
experience

9th and 10th

Athletics Co-Curriculars
★ Anime Club
★ Art Club
★ Backcountry 

Snowsports
★ CHS Cares
★ CHS Film 

Society
★ Colchester 

Theatre 
Company

★ D&D Club!
★ Debate Team
★ Green Team
★ International 

Club
★ Math League

★ Mountain 
Bike Club

★ National 
Honor 
Society

★ QSA
★ Social 

Justice 
Alliance

★ Ski & Board 
Club

★ Speech Team
★ Student 

Council
★ We Matter 

Here

★ Football
★ Field Hockey
★ Golf
★ Boys’ Soccer
★ Girls’ Soccer
★ Cross 

Country
★ Wrestling
★ Dance
★ Alpine Skiing
★ Nordic 

Skiing
★ Boys’ Ice 

Hockey
★ Girls’ Ice 

Hockey

★ Boys’ 
Basketball

★ Girls’ 
Basketball

★ Baseball
★ Softball
★ Boys’ Tennis
★ Girls’ Tennis
★ Boys’ Lacrosse
★ Girls’ 

Lacrosse
★ Track and 

Field
★ Ultimate 

Frisbee
★ Volleyball



CHS Traditions

9th and 10th

★ Variety Night

★ Spirit Week

★ Gingerbread Houses

★ Volleyball Tournament

★ Green-up day

...and more!



Communication

9th and 10th

★ Faculty and Staff

★ PowerSchool

★ ParentSquare

★ Website

★ The Laker View

★ Social Media
○ Facebook: Colchester High School
○ InstaGram: colchester_hs_principal
○ Twitter: @CHSLakersVT, 

@CHSLakersAP, @CHSAthleticsVT



Advice

9th and 10th

1. Get involved!
Find out what CHS has to offer and 
then take advantage of it.

2. We’re a Community!
Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you 
need it.



Transition Process

9th and 10th

You are now getting the Laker View (via ParentSquare)!

January 8th Grade Open House
Parent Questionnaire (School Counselors will identify where you’ll 
find this)

February Learning Styles and Writing Assessments
(School Counseling to CMS)

February Course Registration (CHS at CMS)

June CMS to CHS with Humanities teachers: Provide Optional 
Enrichment

August First Day of School! SmartStart



Tonight’s Program

9th and 10th

6:30 PM
Welcome from the Principal in the Performing Arts Center

6:45 PM
Move to Presentations

**Please follow the group that contains the letter that your LAST name begins with.**

6:50 PM - 7:11 PM

A-D
E-K
L-Q
R-Z

Performing Arts Center
Library

Cafeteria
101-103

Math/Science
Humanities
Electives

School Counseling

7:16 PM - 7:37 PM

A-D
E-K
L-Q
R-Z

Library
Cafeteria
101-103

Performing Arts Center

Humanities
Electives

School Counseling
Math/Science

7:42 PM - 8:03PM

A-D
E-K
L-Q
R-Z

Cafeteria
101-103

Performing Arts Center
Library

Electives
School Counseling

Math/Science
Humanities

8:08 PM - 8:30 PM

A-D
E-K
L-Q
R-Z

101-103
Performing Arts Center

Library
Cafeteria

School Counseling
Math/Science
Humanities
Electives


