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Making Apple Sauce 
A PPS Mini-Project 

It all started with Ms. Bourgea’s Kindergarten students at the 
beginning of October.  I walked into the room to see what they 
were learning.  The enthusiastic group eagerly told me about a 
special project they did during their writing time that day:  they 
made APPLE SAUCE! 

What inspired this culinary exploration?  Why, a writing piece, of 
course!  Ms. Bourgea used a shared experience - making apple 
sauce together - as a way to energize our young authors.  Each 
child used a simple graphic organizer with the prompts “first,” 
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PowerSchool Parent 
Portal is now open 

The PowerSchool Parent Portal 
is a convenient way to check 
on your child’s attendance 
records and academic 
progress.  If you already have 
an account, just log in.  If not, 
then look for a letter by the 
end of the week with your 
Access ID and password.  Visit 
the PPS website for 
instructions about how to log 
into the portal. 

PPS Text Messaging 
Now Available 

Text messages are a quick and 
convenient way to get updates 
about school events and news.  
If you would like to receive text 
messages from PPS, create a 
new text message to the 
number 68453 and send the 
letter Y in the body of the 
message from each device you 
want to receive messages on. 
You will receive a reply back if 
you successfully opt-in. The 
message will read: 

You’re now registered with the 
SchoolMessenger notification service. 
Reply STOP to cancel, HELP for help. 
Msg&data rates may apply. 3msg/

The
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“next,” and “then” to organize the steps they took to make delicious 
apple sauce for the whole class to enjoy. 

Their creativity inspired me to get creative.  What if Grade 2 
students used the writing pieces by Ms. Bourgea’s students as 
directions to make apple sauce?  There’s nothing more authentic 
than having someone use your writing as a guide.  But where 
would we get apples? 

We have two apple trees on our property - one right alongside the 
road in the front garden and one next to the back of the building.  
Both had an abundance of beautiful green and pink apples that I 
had been feeling guilty about wasting.  First, I called Steve Davis, 
our CSD Food Service Director, who agree to let us serve the 
student-made apple sauce at lunchtime.  Next, I asked CSD 
maintenance to pick the apples that students couldn’t reach.  Soon 
we had more than enough apples for this mini-project.  

Then, Mrs. Bissonnette and Mrs. Hooper found some adult 
volunteers who were willing to help students peel the apples.  
Everyone had a chance to help.  Two of Mrs. Hooper’s students 
joined me in the kitchen to find out how I cooked the apples down 
to make apple sauce.   

Finally, at Friday’s lunch, all of the students who helped make the 
apple sauce - students from Ms. Bourgea’s, Mrs. Bissonnette’s, and 
Mrs. Hooper’s class - got to taste our amazing Porters Point School 
apple sauce.  All students who purchased a lunch got to taste it, 
too.  Next year we will plan another fall project that brings students 
in different grade-levels together and links our curriculum with the 
the natural resources right in our own back yard! 
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Important Afternoon 
Bus Transportation 
Change 

Starting on Monday, November 
2nd, Porters Point School will 
follow the CSD transportation 
policy (F12a) and allow bus 
drivers to drop Grade 1 and 2 
students off at home without 
receiving acknowledgment that 
an adult is present.  Our buses 
often run late due to bus drivers 
making multiple attempts to drop 
a student off at their home.  It is 
the responsibility of parents/
guardians to ensure that each 
child has adequate supervision 
after school dismisses at 2:45 
p.m.  

We will continue to require an 
adult (parent/guardian/care 
giver) to acknowledge the bus 
driver when Kindergarteners are 
being dropped off at home, as 
per the CSD policy. 

If you have a Kindergartener and 
a grade 1 or 2 student at PPS, we 
will need a note from you stating 
that we have your permission to 
release the Kindergarten student 
without acknowledgement from 
an adult at the house.   

Copies of the CSD transportation policy 
are available through the district website:  
www.csdvt.org or from our main office. 

http://www.csdvt.org
http://www.csdvt.org
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Halloween Parade 
We will be hosting a Halloween parade this year on Friday, October 30th.  Students choosing to participate 
in this event will be allowed to bring a costume to school to parade around the outside of the building.  

The parade starts at 1:50 p.m. 

Parents and guardians are welcome to join us at 1:30 p.m. to help with preparations.  Classes will have a 
small celebration – some right after the parade and some in the morning at the start of school.  Please look 
for information from your child’s teacher about their classroom tradition. 

Event guidelines:  

1. No masks for students – we are a school community.  Being able to see each other’s faces 
promotes trust. 

2. No masks for adults – we need to be able to identify the adults in our building for safety purposes. 

3. No costumes with violent themes or weapons. 
4. Classroom celebrations must follow our Wellness policy guidelines for healthy treats in the 

classroom.  These guidelines are the same ones we use for birthday celebrations – see page 20 
and 21 of the PPS Family Handbook for more information.  Food suggestions from the PPS Family 
Handbook can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

5. Parents and guardians may take their child(ren) home following the event by signing their child out 
with the classroom teacher.  

6. Children may not wear costumes on the bus. 
7. If your child will not be participating in this event, please notify your child’s teacher.  Students who 

are not participating will be creating a shared snack to enjoy together. 

Please remember that parking at PPS is extremely limited.  Check for “no parking” signs on side streets to 

avoid being ticketed. 

PTO in October:  
Colchester’s Burnham 
Library Passport 

The PPS PTO is raffling off four $10.00 
gift certificates to the upcoming PPS 
Book Fair to four lucky students who visit 
the Burnham Library between Monday, 
October 19th and Saturday, October 
31st.  Students will bring home a library 
“passport” on 10/19 that they can take to 
the Burnham.  Every time they visit, they 
get a stamp for the visit, for taking out 
books, and for getting a library card.  
Students who turn in their passport will 
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New Faces at Porters Point School 

Please welcome the following adults who have joined our PPS staff 
in the past month: 

• “Mrs. Kay” - Kay Shutt - working as an Instructional Assistant in 
grade 1 

• “Mr. Zach” - Zach Whitcomb - working as an instructional 
assistant in grade 1 

• “Miss Sarah” - Sarah Letteney - working as an Instructional 
Assistant for student support 

PTO Fundraiser Update 

Thank you for your support of the PTO fundraiser this fall.  You can 
place at order online through the end of December.  Follow this 
link  to the website:  

http://www.csdvt.org/pps
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be entered into the raffle - 1 ticket per stamp.  More visits 
equals more chances to win!   

Reheating Ends Nov. 2nd 
Starting November 2nd, the CSD Food Service staff will 
no longer be heating up lunch items brought from home.  
Please plan accordingly if you are packing a lunch your 
child. 

Drop off after 8:15 a.m. 
Bringing your child to school after 8:15 a.m.?  Please say 
good-bye at the office and allow your child to walk down 
to the classroom by themselves. Students arriving after 
8:15 are late to school and we want them to make a quick 
transition to the classroom to participate in morning 
activities.   

If you have an early morning meeting with the teacher, 
please let us know so we can call down to let 
the teacher know you are here. 

PAX at PPS 
Imagine that you are walking 
through the hallways of PPS 
and suddenly you hear a 
harmonica being played.  A harmonica?  
Why are the teachers using harmonicas?  If you take a 
closer look, you would notice that the teachers and 
students put their fingers up in the air to make a peace 
sign and the classroom quickly gets quiet.  Playing the 
harmonica and making the peace sign is the universal 
signal for “quiet” in the PAX Good Behavior program.   

During the August in-service program, all teachers and 
staff received training in the use of behavior cues used in 
the PAX Good Behavior program.  Our purpose in using 
the cues from PAX is to have a set of universal signals and 
behavior expectations for students at PPS.  The signal for 
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Home-School Conferences: 

Fall conference scheduling will start on 
Monday, November 2nd using a web-based 
service called “PickATime.”  If you have 
children at Malletts Bay School or Colchester 
Middle School, you are already familiar with 
this program.   

PickATime allows you to schedule 
conferences for all of your school-age 
children at convenient times that do not 
overlap.  This is especially handy when you 
have children in different buildings within the 
district and need to plan for travel time from 
one school to another.  PickATime also makes 
it easy to change conference times, if 
needed, and sends you a reminder the day 
before your appointment.  Many of you 
picked up instructions during our Open 
House.  I will send out another reminder 
about how to sign up for a conference before 
11/2.   

If you do not have computer access, give Mrs. 
Doherty a call at 264-5920 and she will 
schedule the conference for you.    

A note about conferences… 
At PPS, we hold one conference per 

student and expect that all adults who have 
decision-making and/or parental rights will 

attend the conference together.  Please 
keep this in mind as you schedule a 

conference time for your child.   If you have 
a question about this practice, feel free to 

give me a call at 264-5922.  
Carolyn Millham, PPS Principal

http://www.csdvt.org/pps
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getting quiet is the same for every classroom, every teacher, and every 
adult in the building.  This goal is aligned to our PBIS implementation 
plan for all students. 

I have been appreciating using a visual signal for PAX Voices.  Our 
hallways have been amazingly quiet after lunch because we dismiss 
students into the “Zero-inch Zone” – silent voices – when they walk 
through the hallways back to their classrooms.  Instead of making 
sound by telling students to be quiet, I simply form a “zero” with my 

hand and students immediately 
know what to do. 

For more information visit the 
PAX website:  http://
goodbehaviorgame.org/ 
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PPS Dates to Remember:
October 19 - 31: 

• PTO/Burnham Library Passport 
- return passport to your child’s 
teacher by Wednesday, Nov. 
4th  

October 28: 
• Assembly - Puppets in 

Education at PPS 

October 29: 
• Picture retakes 

October 30:   
• Halloween Parade, 1:50 p.m. 

November 3rd:   
• Election Day & Yearbook cover 

vote - PPS library 

November 7: 
• PTO Clothing Exchange 

• PPS families only - 9 to 10 
• Open to the public - 10:00 to 

11:00  

November 9 - 13: 
• Book Fair - PPS Library 

November 12: 
• Title 1 Reading Night, 6:00 p.m. 

in Room #5 

November 13: 
• End of Trimester 1 

November 20: 
• Report Cards go home with 

students 

November 23 & 24: 
• Home-School Conferences 

• Monday, 11/23 - 11:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday, 11/24 - 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. 

November 25 - 27: 
• November break - school 

resumes on Monday, 11/30

Food for Celebrations & 
Birthdays 

We ask that food for 
celebrations and birthdays 
provide students with healthy 
food choices.  Food 
suggestions from our handbook 
include: 
• Individual bags of goldfish, Chex Mix, 

popcorn, pretzels, etc.
• Vegetables with hummus or other dip
• Yogurt
• Cheese and crackers, cheese sticks
• Popsicles
• Prepared fruit

http://www.csdvt.org/pps
http://goodbehaviorgame.org/

