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Porters Point The 

Summer edition – August 2015 

Welcome Back! 
Dear PPS Families,  

In just a few short weeks we will welcome students back to Porters 
Point School for the 2015-2016 school year.  The teachers and I 
are privileged to work with such wonderful students and 
supportive families in Colchester.  I am looking forward to seeing 
all of you again and to meeting those of you who are new to our 
school.   

At Porters Point, we are committed to the growth of every child in 
our care.  Our goal is to set students on a course of healthy personal 
development, to grow their confidence and skills as learners, and to 
nurture each child’s love of learning.  The highly qualified, dedicated 
teachers and staff at PPS can’t wait to begin this important work with 
your child this year.   

This newsletter is filled with information about the opening of school.  
Please take a moment to read each article as well as the other items 
included in this mailing.  Call us with questions at 264-5920. 

One change to note in our daily schedule is the flip-flop of lunch and 
recess.  This year we are piloting recess before lunch.  The research 
behind this is very positive, as I briefly note in this newsletter on page 
2. You can learn more about this change and why we’re making it by 
visiting my blog:  http://msmillhamsblog.blogspot.com/   

I look forward to working together with you to make this year a great 
success for your child and for our whole PPS school community. 

All the best, 
Carolyn Millham, Principal 
 

Daily Schedule: 
Earliest drop off:  8:00 a.m. 

First bell:  8:10 a.m. 

Late bell:  8:15 a.m. 

First recess:  11:20 – 11:45 

First lunch:  11:50 – 12:10  

Second recess:  11:55 – 12:20  

Second lunch:  12:25 – 12:45  

Dismissal:  2:45 p.m. 

Latest pick up:  3:00 p.m. 

Step Up Day 2015 



Open House, grades 1 & 2 

Welcome New  
Teachers & Staff  

Dates to Remember: 

• August 11:  PTO meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
in the library 

• August 24:  PTO Welcome Back 
Barbeque – 5:30 p.m. at PPS – open 
to all current PPS families 

• August 25:  Grade 1 & 2 Open House 
– 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. at PPS 

• August 25:  Kindergarten Smart Start 
– 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at PPS 
(families provide transportation) 

• August 26:  First day of School – 8:10 
a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

• September 7:  Labor Day – no school 
• September 8:  PTO meeting – 6:00 

p.m. in the library 
• September 9:  K-5 Four Winds Info 

Night – 6:15 p.m. at MBS 
• September 22:  Picture Day 
• October 1:  PPS Open House – 6:30 

to 7:30 p.m. 

Families of students in grades 1 and 2 are invited to drop in for an 
informal Open House on Tuesday, August 25th from 8:00 to 9:00 
in the morning.  Visit your child’s classroom, meet the teacher, 
and introduce yourselves to some of the new members of the 
faculty and staff. 

Kindergarten Smart Start 
Kindergarten students are invited to attend Smart Start on 
Tuesday, August 25th from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Students 
and their families will enter the Kindergarten classrooms for a 
brief activity together before parents/guardians wave good-bye 
and students are dismissed to meet our Unified Arts teachers 
(music, art, PE, library, guidance).  Next, students will learn how 
to ride the bus by going out for a short trip around the 
neighborhood with their teachers. 
 
Afterward, students will eat lunch in our cafeteria.  On the menu: 
hamburgers or hot dogs (all beef), grapes, veggie sticks, and milk 
or water.  The day ends at 1:00 p.m. with families picking their 
Kindergartener up from school. 
 

Smart Start is optional for Kindergarten students.  
Parents/guardians must provide transportation to and from 

school for this activity. 

PTO Welcome Back Barbecue 
Please join us for the PTO Welcome Back Barbeque for all 
current PPS families on Monday, August 24th from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m.  We’ll dine at the back of the building near the playground.  
Bring something to sit on – chairs and/or a blanket – for a picnic 
style dinner. 
 
Make reservations and place your dinner orders on our school 
website: www.csdvt.org/pps The meal is catered by the CSD 
Food Service and the cost is $6.00 per adult, $5.25 per child.  On 
the menu:  Choice of hamburger, cheeseburger, veggie burger, or 
hot dog; pasta salad, tossed salad, potato chips, apple, and 
beverage – water, lemonade, or milk. 

Ms. Bourgea – 
Kindergarten 

Ms. Brady – 
Special Education 

Mrs. Bochanski - 
Librarian Please say hello to our new teachers and 

staff. Ms. Bourgea, Mrs. Bochanski, and 
Ms. Brady are pictured here. In addition, we 
welcome staff hired this summer: 
• Ms. Rathgeb – speech language assistant 
• Ms. Charnley, Mrs. Brigante, Ms. 

Gould, Ms. Downes, Ms. McIntyre, Ms. 
Cote, Ms. Muratore, Mrs. Fredenberg – 
instructional assistants/interventionists 

Recess BEFORE Lunch 
This year at PPS, we are piloting having 
recess before lunch.  The research behind 
this change shows that: 
1. Students waste less food and drink more 

milk and water. 
2. Students don’t rush through their lunches 

so they can go outside.  Cafeterias are 
more peaceful with students focused on 
eating. 

3. Students return to class settled and ready 
to learn after lunch. 

 



 

Important First Day Information 

Busses will be running on the first day of school to 
pick up students, but expect delays.  If you are 
dropping a student off at school on the first day, 
arrival is between 8:00 and 8:10 a.m.  The drop-off 
area for cars is the opening in the fence by the 
playground gate. 

All students go to the playground at drop off.  
Teachers will meet their students on the playground 
to walk them into the classroom when the bell rings.  
We will follow this procedure for the first few days of 
school so students get used to the procedure before 
following the routine on their own. 

Breakfast and lunch are available on the first day of 
school.  The price of breakfast for students is $2.00 
and the student lunch price is $3.25.  Please review 
the information about the CSD Food Service program 
that is contained in this mailing.  Free and reduced 
cost meals are available to families who qualify.  
Make sure to fill out the application included in this 
mailing and return it to our main office as soon as 
possible. 

If your child’s dismissal plan is different from his/her 
typical plan, you need to send in a note with your 
child on the morning of the day you want us to make 
this change.  Parents/guardians who are picking up 
their child at dismissal wait outside the building until 
our doors open at 2:40 p.m.  Everyone waits in the 

cafeteria until students being picked up are called.  
Make sure you check out with our PE teacher Mr. 
Pecor before leaving with your child. 

Bus Information 
Colchester Schools use Mountain Transit for 
student bus transportation.  Information about 
bus routes and pick up times will be printed in 
the Colchester Sun in mid-August.  You can 
also find bus route information on the 
Colchester School District website in mid-
August at www.csdvt.org  

If you have specific questions about 
transportation, like the location of bus stops, 
names of drivers, and questions about the route, 
please call Mountain Transit directly at (802) 
893-1334. 

Morning pick up:  Children should be outside 

waiting for the bus between 5 and 10 minutes 
before the scheduled time for the bus to arrive.   

Afternoon drop off:  Kindergarten students 

will not be dropped off unless an adult is either 
waiting for them at the bus stop or the driver 
can see the adult.  When an adult is not there to 
meet the child, the bus will bring the student 
back to school at the end of the run and the 
parent/guardian will be contacted to pick the 
student up at school. 

Expect that all bus pick up and drop off times 
will be later than usual for the first two weeks 

of school until drivers get to know their new 
routes.  If a bus is significantly delayed, we will 
send a text or email message to notify you of 
the delay. 

Contact us! 
Contact us with any questions or concerns you 
have about getting started at Porters Point 
School.   
• Main office phone:  264-5920 
• Email address for all staff members:   

o Last name First initial@csdvt.org 
o Ex.:  millhamc@csdvt.org 

• Check the website:  www.csdvt.org/pps 
• Helpful links: 

o Your child’s teacher page 
o Family Handbook on our website 


