
 

 

Save the Date! 

the 

Porters Point 
Office phone:  (802) 264-5920 
School website:  www.csdvt.org/pps 
Follow the Panda on Twitter @PPSPanda 
 

We’re out to make the PPS buses the safest and happiest buses 
in the Colchester School District this week.  Last week, we 
made sure everyone knew exactly how to ride a bus safely and 
had some ideas about what you could do to pass the time on a 
bus.   

This week, we’re having a competition to see which buses can 
follow our school expectations most often throughout the week.  
Students who don’t ride the bus will be in the rider group and 
are working on getting to their classroom or cafeteria on time.  
Please help us in our efforts by planning with your child what 
he or she will bring to do on the bus.  For ideas, see page 3. 

PTO Meeting: 
2/10/15 – 6 p.m. 

School Musical: 
2/11 & 12 – 6:30 
p.m. at CHS 

“Too Much Noise!” by 
Brian Hiller and Don 

Dupont 

Conferences: 
3/2/15 –  
12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
3/3/15 –  
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. 

J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 5  

Warm Fuzzy 
Goal Increases 
Students at Porters Point School 

have been doing such an amazing 
job following our school 

expectations that our goal for a 
school celebration has increased.  

The new goal is to fill 2 bins full of 
warm fuzzies in order to earn a 

school-wide celebration for 
everyone to enjoy.   

Our school expectations are: 

Be Safe. 

Be Respectful.  

Be Ready to Learn. 

We have about one half a bin left 
to go before the next celebration is 
earned.  I wonder if it will happen 

this Friday?  Hmmm…

Larry Waters, 
superintendent, will 
answer our questions 
about the 2015-2016 
school budget. 

The Great Bus Behavior 
Challenge Starts Tomorrow 

Trimester 2 ends 
2/20/15 – Report 
cards go home 
 February Break 
2/23 – 3/3/2015 
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Morning Drop off reminder 
Please do not drop your child off at school before 

8:00 a.m.  We do not have supervision for students 

before that time.  You are welcome to stay and 
supervise your child either outside on the playground 

or in your car until 8:00.  

100th Day at PPS 

The 100th day is fast approaching (February 4th) and 
teachers are planning different ways for their students 
to appreciate the significance of this number.  In 
addition to classroom activities, we have a special 
menu that features foods shaped like zeros for students 
who are ordering breakfast and lunch.  At the end of 
the day we will gather for a short school assembly to 
say hello to “Zero the Hero” and show him a slide 
show of all the ways we acknowledged both the 
number 100 and the 100 days of great learning that has 
taken place at Porters Point School.  Look for pictures 
on our website following the assembly. 

New Conference Scheduler at PPS 
March conference scheduling will start on February 4th 

using a new web-based service called “PickATime.”  If 
you have children at Malletts Bay School or Colchester 
Middle School, you are already familiar with this 
program.  The biggest advantage for families in using 
this program is the ability to schedule conferences for 
all of your school-age children at convenient times that 
do not overlap.  This is especially handy when you 
have children in different buildings within the district 
and need to plan for travel time from one school to 
another.  PickATime also makes it easy to change 
conference times, if needed, and sends you a reminder 
the day before your appointment.   

Instructions for conference sign-ups will go out to 
families on Wednesday, 1/28.  If you do not have 
computer access, give Mrs. Doherty a call at 264-5920 
and she will schedule the conference for you.    
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The CSD budget vote is Tuesday, March 3rd!   
Please remember to vote. 

Things you can do on the bus… 

CSD Programs for families 
• Register for our next PPS Parent Forum 

scheduled for Thursday, February 12th at 6:00 p.m.  Our 
featured presenter is a sleep specialist who will talk 

about how to approach sleep difficulties in children. 

• Sign up for great L.I.F.E. classes through Colchester 

Parks and Recreation.  You can find out more 
information at:   

School Musical reminder  
The school musical “Too Much Noise!” is coming up on 
February 11th and 12th.  The following classes are performing 
on Wednesday, 2/11:  Mrs. Reynolds, Ms. Donnelly, Mrs. 
Plunkett, Mr. Shepherd, Mrs. Hooper, and Ms. Warren.  
Classes performing on Thursday, 2/12:  Mr. Allbee, Mrs. 
Belaski, Mrs. Hershman, Ms. Silverberg, Mrs. Bissonnette, 
and Ms. LaRose.

Guess who won the CSD Energy Challenge? 

The CSD Information Technology department challenged 

schools in the district to save energy by turning off electronic 
devices at the end of the day.  The school saving the most 

money would win a new device for their school.  I’m proud 
to say that Porters Point won!  We saved almost 9% 

compared to our energy usage at the same time last year.  
Our new Chromebook will be ready for students to use on 
Monday! 

We found that there are MANY more things you can do on 
the bus than the things you can’t do.  Here are some of the 

ideas students and staff came up with:  read a book, draw, 
do a maze or word find, enjoy a look and find, bring a small 

toy, bring electronics, play string games like cat’s cradle and 
Jacob’s ladder, read a graphic novel, look out the window, 

sing or hum quietly to yourself, count an object that you can 
see out the window, sleep.  What did you think of?  Let us 

know so we can add it to the list! 

colchestervt.gov/recreation/parksNRec.shtml 


