
 

Porters Point School Rules: 

the 

Porters Point 
Office phone:  (802) 264-5920 
School website:  www.csdvt.org/pps 

Visitors at PPS 
Porters Point School has a front door security system that 
requires all visitors to tell us who they are and why they are 
visiting the school.  We are not trying to be unwelcoming – we 
take the safety of students, staff, and visitors very seriously. 

All visitors MUST sign in at the main office and wear a sticker 
while in the building – even if we know you.  When staff and 
students see the sticker, it tells us that the main office knows 
you are here.   

Thanks for following these procedures! 

Be 
Respectful 

Be Ready 

to Learn 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 4  

Daily Schedule 

First Bell:  8:10 a.m. 

Late Bell:  8:15 a.m. 

1st Lunch:  11:00 to 11:20 a.m. 

2nd Lunch:  11:35 to 11:55 a.m. 

Dismissal:  2:45 p.m. 

Students may be dropped off for 
a supervised morning recess 
time at 8:00.   

Please do not drop students off 
before 8:00.  There is no 
supervision until that time. 

Supervision ends at 3:00 p.m. 

Porters Point School Mission Statement 

Be  
Safe 

We believe in a shared learning environment that involves the 
collaboration of the entire community.  Our instruction respects and 

addresses the needs of all students according to their readiness, 
learning style, and interests to cultivate high levels of achievement.  

We value and promote the physical, social, and emotional well-being 
of all to create a positive and effective learning community. 

Home of the Pandas 
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Important Dismissal Information 
All changes in dismissal plans require a note or a phone 
call from a child’s parent/guardian.   

Know about a change in advance?  Send in the PPS 

Transportation Change Form with your child on the day 
of the change. 

Plans change unexpectedly during the day?  Call the main 

office as soon as possible.  Calling before 1:30 allows us to 
get the message to your child’s teacher without using the 
intercom, which disrupts learning in the classroom. 

Consistent Daily Attendance 
Coming to school every day and being on time are essential 
for a child’s success in school.  Research shows that students 

who were chronically absent in Kindergarten were more 
likely to drop out of high school later on.  Missing 10 or 

more days each year in Kindergarten through grade 2 has 
been linked to reading difficulties in students, as well.  

Students who consistently arrive late to school (arrival after 

8:15 a.m.) tend to miss academic instruction in the same 

content area repeatedly.  Because both late arrivals and 

absences have such an impact on student learning, we 
appreciate your efforts to schedule appointments outside the school day and to take vacations during school 

breaks, which significantly cuts down on student absences and late arrivals. 

When your child cannot attend school, you must call the main office or the school nurse to report your child 

absent.  If you leave a message, make sure to include your child’s first and last name and the reason for 
his/her absence from school.   

When a child does not come to school and we do not hear from a parent/guardian by 9:00, the school nurse 
calls home to verify the absence.  This is a safety concern for us – we assume that you have sent your child to 

school unless we hear otherwise from you.  A quick call to school about an absence or a late arrival helps us 
have a calm start to the day! 

Sick child?  Running late? 
Absences:  Call the main office (264-5920) or the 
nurse (264-5923) by 9:00 a.m. for all absences. 
 
Late arrivals:  Walk in with your child to sign 
them in with Mrs. Doherty at the main office. 
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Dates to Remember 
All events listed here take place at Porters Point School 

August 13:  PTO planning meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
August 26:  Welcome Open House, Grade 1 & 2 – 8:00 to 
9:00 a.m., Kindergarten Smart Start – 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

• Families must provide transportation for Kinder Smart Start 

August 27:  First Day of School – 8:10 a.m. 
September 1:  Labor Day – No school for students and staff 
September 11:  Picture Day 
September 18:  PPS Open House – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
October 17:  Staff in-service day – No school for students 
 

Parking at PPS 
We have very limited parking at PPS.  Visitors must park in the parking lot loop.  Handicapped 
parking spaces are located around the garden at the front of the building.   

There is no parking directly in front of the entrance.  This is our bus loop and it must remain clear 
for busses during the school day.   

Double check side streets for “No Parking” signs to prevent your car being ticketed or towed while 
you visit the school.  Whenever possible, we will arrange for an alternate parking site with bus 
shuttles for big events, like our September 18th Open House.  

Meals and Food 
Please read the flier from the CSD Food Service director, Steve Davis, included in this mailing for 
helpful information on how to set up a cafeteria account for your child. 

We take diagnosed food allergies seriously at PPS.  Please contact the school nurse if your child has 
diagnosed food allergies that may require accommodations and/or medical intervention.  Meals 
prepared by the CSD Food Service are peanut free.  Gluten-free products, soy-based drinks, and other 
substitutions may be available upon request.  Contact the principal, Carolyn Millham, for more 
information. 
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  Good-bye and Hello 
You may remember that last year ended with good-
byes to several people who had been a big part of the 
Porters Point family for many years – Mr. Marshall, 
Mrs. Derry, Mrs. Collins, Ms. Rucki, Mrs. Ploof, Mrs. 
Briggs, Ms. Duggan, and Mrs. Desautels.  Over the 
summer, we also said good-bye to Mrs. Troia and Mrs. 
Trombley, who both moved on from PPS.  

Folks who are away from us temporarily include Mrs. 
Chevrefils (returning in October) and Mrs. Randall 
(returning next year).  

We are happy to welcome several new and some 
familiar folks to our learning community.  Please make 
them feel right at home: 

• Carolyn Millham - Principal 
• Amanda Vella – Art teacher 
• Trisha Reynolds – Kindergarten teacher 
• Kathleen O’Brien – substitute Special 

Education teacher 

• Sheila Doherty – Administrative assistant in 
the front office 

• Barbara Iaria and Glyn Gelinas – Food 
service staff 

• Daniel Gaudet – Behavior specialist 
• New paraprofessionals working in our building 

include:  Amanda Grella, Hannah Beck, Amber 
Keep, Laura Greene, Kyle Murphy, and 
Katherine Randall. 

Bus and Transportation 
Information 
Colchester Schools use Mountain Transit for student bus 
transportation.  Information about bus routes and pick up 
times will be printed in the Colchester Sun and on the 
Colchester School District website:  www.csdvt.org.  For 
specific questions, call Mountain Transit at (802) 893-
1334. 

Children should be outside waiting for the bus between 5 
and 10 minutes before their scheduled bus arrival.   

Kindergarten students will not be dropped off 
unless an adult is either waiting for them at the 
bus stop or the driver can see the adult.  When 
an adult is not there to meet the child, the bus 
will take the student back to school at the end 
of the run and the parent/guardian will be 
contacted to pick the student up at school.   


