
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O L C H E S T E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

As I become familiar with more 

educators in the district, I gain a better 

understanding of the technology needs 

and challenges within classrooms.  

Over the next couple of months,  I 

would like to visit each classroom in 

the district to meet educators and 

discuss technology.  This will give me a 

chance first hand to see the technology 

in your classroom and meet and chat 

with you face to face. 

Technology around the district is 

growing and changing.  New devices 

and applications come to the market 

every day.  I’ve read articles and I keep 

seeing this phase “don’t buy it and 

then try to find a use of it.”   That 

seems like a good idea to me. 

It is important to identify how technology 

fits into educational goals before buying 

technology which educators do not use. 

I want to work with schools to match 

technology needs with your curricula goals 

and objectives.  Over the next few months,  

I hope to gain a better of understanding of 

what those goals are. 

I look forward to meeting you.  
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I want to thank all the educators 

who submitted articles for this 

month’s technology newsletter.  All 

names were put in a drawing for a 

Touch Screen Chromebook and Kate 

Ellingson and Ginger Epstein are the 

winners of the Chromebooks.  

There are some great articles 

submitted describing what 

educators around the school district 

are doing with technology in the 

classroom.  

Highlighted in the articles are tools they 

found which work well for them and for 

students.  Check out the articles! 

If you would like to share an article on 

how you use technology in your 

classroom or share a technology tool you 

use, please forward the article to 

lowep@csdvt.org.  Your article will be 

submitted in the next technology 

newsletter. 

Share with other educators how you are 

transforming the learning environment. 
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Students have been recording data using Google Sheets so that we can instantly share class 

data and then manipulate it 

to create graphs or observe 

for patterns to make 

inferences. Recently, as a 

culminating lab aligned with 

Next Generation Science 

Standards, students had to 

design and test different 

variables affecting an 

electromagnet’s strength.  In 

order to document their 

findings, lab partners 

created a Google Slide 

presentation which had to incorporate photos and video evidence supporting their claims.  

The Chromebook cameras made easy work of this requirement. 

 

Having the Chromebooks available also allows students to receive immediate feedback 

during formative assessments.  The classes enjoyed using the Chrome App, Pear Deck, as a 

new method of checking for understanding.  This application allowed the teacher to display a 

question via the classroom projector, students to draw their work on their Chromebooks or 

answer a variety of formatted questions, and then to view all student responses 

anonymously and discuss misconceptions. 

Teach View in Pear Deck                                               Student View in Pear Deck 

  

  

 

 

 

Science lab notebooks are evolving in Carol Smith’s classes.  Champlain 7/8 students use 

Chromebooks in science as often as they are available. Students have discovered that the 

Chromebooks are portable and can easily be incorporated without disrupting their work 

space.   They’re quick to power up when needed or close to conserve battery strength for 

students later in the day. 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Done Digitally  
By Carol Smith – 7/8 Grade Teacher - CMS 
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    Screenshot showing the Teacher View Displaying Student Results (one on the right) 
 

Chromebooks are the students’ device of choice these days in science.  Students 
have come to recognize that Chromebooks allow them quick access to information, 
provide alternate methods to report out information or receive immediate feedback, and 
generate new formats of sharing knowledge.  Traditional lab books are being modernized. 
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Communicating Digitally with Mexico 
By Heidi Kelly – First Grade Teacher - UMS 

 
First graders are currently doing a country 
study unit and at UMS we are studying 
Mexico. I have a connection with a first 
grade class in Monterrey, Mexico and we 
have been communicating with students in 
Mexico digitally!  
 
As a whole group, we have been emailing 
photos and questions to each other.  Each 
class also created an iMovie to introduce 
ourselves to each other in a way where we 
could see and hear one another!  Later on 
in our unit we plan to Skype with each 
other.  
 

This connection has been making our 
study of another country so much more 
meaningful for my class.  They get to see 
and talk to real kids their age in that 
country and get to ask them authentic 
questions.  I connected with this particular 
teacher last year through the website 
ePals and this is the second year our 
classes are connecting digitally.  
 
I highly recommend ePals as a way to 
connect with other teachers/classrooms 
globally (since, as in the case of this 
teacher, other teachers are sometimes 
looking to connect but not on media such 
as Twitter). 
 

 

Science Done Digitally (Continued) 
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The seventh/eighth grade health classes are creating presentations for each other that 
either inform or teach students about one of the eleven health topics as designated by 
the Centers for Disease Control. 
 
They take the form of Google Presentations, Prezis, Animoto, Movenote, Powtoon or any 
other format that supports their work.  The students have total freedom to select a 
format they believe best displays their new research.  Sometimes it’s simply inserting an 
appropriate photo, other times it’s creating an interactive game as a wrap up or 
summative activity. One student used Scratch to create a game board as an assessment 
after he taught the class about “Healthy Lifestyle Choices”.  Many students choose to 
write scripts, perform, videotape, edit and then publish their own authentic work as well.  
 
The only requirement about format is that students provide evidence of their 
consideration for the type of media that best supports or portrays their information. 
 

 

                          
                                  
 

Health Education at CMS 
By Ginger Epstein – Health Educator - CMS 
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Chromebooks are Genius 
By Kate Ellingson - 4th Grade Teacher - MBS 

 

 

 

   

Dreambox, Makey Makey, Pinterest, 

informational article writing, and literacy games 

are just a few of the responses I received when 

the students completed a Google Form about 

how they use Chromebooks in the classroom this 

year.  As a teacher, time is everything and 

Chromebooks have increased efficiency in my 

fourth grade classroom from everyday basic 

Google document writing and research to high 

tech 3D Printing and design. Chromebooks turn 

on and allow a student to work within seconds.  

 

The most innovative way students have used the 

Chromebooks is by using a CAD design program 

called TinkerCad. It is a web-based design that 

allows students to create their own design to 3D 

print. 

      

This is a student designing a plant from what they 

learned in a plant unit. They are highlighting the 

parts of a plant through a design that they will 3D 

Print.   

Aimee Boucher, Gregg Galati and I took a Create, 
Make, Learn Technology Course and ordered a 3D 
Makerbot Printer through the class. Click on this 
link to see the Makerbot Printer in action: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkz4BHFOEF
Q&feature=youtu.be 

                   

Our goal was to integrate more STEM-based 
thinking and learning in the classroom. We 
started a “Genius Hour”, based on the Google 
model (http://www.geniushour.com/) and have 
done projects that were limited to about one 
hour a week. The one hour Genius time was set 
until I realized the impact Chromebooks had on 
student engagement and time. Student who have 
finished classwork can efficiently get on a 
Chromebook, engage in continued design and be 
ready for the next classroom lesson. Students are 
consistently thinking about their projects, 
redesigning and working when they have time.  

 

The Chromebooks have made the intended 
Genius Hour part of the daily, not just weekly, 
flow of the classroom and that is genius! 

     

 

 

STEM-based 

thinking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkz4BHFOEFQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkz4BHFOEFQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.geniushour.com/
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A collective moan vibrates through the classroom. Comments like; “Another research project,” “Do we 
have to do a works cited page?” “This is going to be so boring!” can be some of the feedback, I am sad to 
say, that has come my way in the past.  I’m not going to lie, as a teacher, this hurts.  Learning how to 
analysis and synthesis research is a major CCSS for all high school students so I am on a quest for a 
strategy that will work.  I’m happy to report, that I have found success in what is called “The Living 
History Project.”  The concept is simple: choose a major event in history, research the event, then write 
an eyewitness account in the past tense using first person point of view.  The project allows students to 
research and then create an original story.  It also eliminates plagiarism because students must analysis 
and synthesis their sources into original dialogue and exposition.  They cannot copy and paste words 
that have not yet been written. Of course, I unearthed this project by doing a google search query which 
lead me to Cindy Heckenlaible's article: The Research Paper: Engaging Students in Academic Writing.   
 

My students use Google Docs and a marvelous online research guide created by our CHS media 
specialist, Christine Eldred.  The guide contains primary and secondary source documents and 
videos.  Another technology I use is Dragon Dictation. Dragon Dictation is a fantastic iPad app for my 
students who need support writing their narratives.  The app enables speech to text so students are able 
to demonstrate higher understanding than their writing skills allow.  The first step in the Living History 
Project is to choose a topic.  I provide a list of topics and possible perspectives or students can choose 
their own.  For example: 

    

Topic 
 
Bonnie and Clyde 

Perspective 

a gang member  
a detective  

a reporter  
a family member 

a police officer 

 
The next step is to research the topic.  My students have the privilege to work with Christine Eldred and 
learn how to navigate the research guide and how to properly cite sources.  Students paraphrase their 
research onto a graphic organizer that they can refer to while writing their narrative. I engage students 
in a number of writing activities that involve using descriptive language, dialogue writing, paraphrasing, 
revision, peer editing, endnotes and presentation.  Students share their narratives in Google Docs and 
are able to collaborate during and outside of school.  The final stage will be to share this process and 
read their narratives to students from CMS.  At this point, students are in the revision stage and are 
enjoying reading each other's narratives and providing feedback through a peer review document and 
the comments box in Google Docs.  I highly recommend The Living History Project as an alternative to 
traditional methods for teaching researching skills.  The students use higher order thinking skills to 
figure out which pieces of research apply to their character's perspective.  They also are discovering that 
they can rely on their own words to convey information they learn through research.  However, the 
most rewarding aspect of project is how invested my students are in their writing.   
  
 

The Living History Project 
By Susan Rosato - ELL Teacher – 6 - 12 

 

 

 

Engaging 

Students 

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2512
http://chs.csdvt.libguides.com/livinghistory
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The following is an excerpt from Dorcas Lohese’s narrative on The Sinking of the Titanic: 
 

                              
 
In April of 1912, I booked my family passage back to America as third class passengers. Titanic had 
2,200 passengers, it was the biggest ship ever, it had almost any kind of food. I was very delighted to 
travel on Titanic with my kids because it was an opportunity to make some memories. I also was 
glad to travel in the safest ship ever built because we would get home safely. Titanic only had twenty 
lifeboats, her lifeboats were only meant to rescue survivors of other sinking ships.   
 
 “ Put your life jacket on and get out of your room,” said a crew member. When I heard it, I didn’t 
know why they asked us to do that, I opened the room door, there were a lot of people in the 
hallway, it was very loud. I went to our room and woke the kids up. 
     “ Mom, is it time for breakfast?” asked Eugene. 
     “ No honey,” I said.  
     “ So why are we up?” Rossmore asked curiously. 

           
 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Living History Project (Continued) 
 

 

 

Creating 

Narratives 
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It seems like Chromebooks are the digital device 
of choice in classrooms these days.  There are 
many reasons why these little laptops are seen as 
winners by both teachers and students.  First of 
all, they are fast.  Because they aren’t full 
laptops, Chromebooks take far less time to boot 
up than traditional Windows or Mac based 
computers.  Additionally, since Chromebooks run 
fewer programs than other machines, their 
batteries last longer.  In my classroom, where we 
are lucky enough to have a class set of 
Chromebooks for student use, they will last 
about two days on a single charge.  Practically 
speaking, this is huge!  It means that students can 
work without fear of the dreaded low-battery 
light coming on; it also means that if a student 
were to accidentally forget to plug in a device, all 
is not lost.   Even better is the fact that if the 
Chromebook does need to be charged, it can be 
fully charged in less than two hours.   
 

Convenience is just one reason these devices are 

so popular.  Another big reason that they are 

loved is how easily they can be incorporated into 

a classroom setting.  Here are two ways I use 

Chromebooks in class; these uses can be easily 

transferable to your class, too! 

One: Research! 
As part of my Language Arts classroom, students 
engage in quite a bit of research.  Sometimes this 
research involves a short foray online; other 
times students are expected to conduct more 
extensive research over a few class periods.  In 
either case, Chromebooks work beautifully.   

      
        Google Scholar for Research 

Chromebooks: Reliable, Fast, and Fun! 
By Aubrey Garrison - CMS 

 

 

 

Students use Google Search and Drive in 

tandem, collecting information and 

recording data seamlessly.  Since 

Chromebooks are fast, students don’t get 

frustrated waiting for pages to load.  Even 

better, students can conduct research 

directly in applications like Google 

Slides.  Best yet, is that if students research 

using the school’s online database and find 

documents such as pdf versions of articles or 

graphics to use, they can save these items 

directly to their drive, for later use.  This also 

means that if I want to pre-select research 

items for students, they can access them 

easily on Chromebooks, via their drives, an 

email link, or an online agenda. 

Chromebooks are a one-stop research and 

writing shop! 

 

 

 
Seven-minute writes, 
either with a prompt or 
as a free-write, are a 
regular part of my 
students’ writing 
lives.  This year, 
students transitioned 
to using digital journals 
for this part of our 
writing practice, with 
Chromebooks at the 
center of the 
shift.  Once again, their 
fast boot-up time 
makes them 
convenient for 
students and 
teachers.  For our 
digital journals, 
students use Google 
Slides to create 
drafts.  These drafts 

 

    

 

 

Two: Digital Journals 
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can then be shared with classmates for 
collaborative writing.  They also serve as 
a collection of smaller pieces gathered 
over time, from which students can 
choose items to draft out into more 
extended writing products.  
 

No longer does writing on the computer 

have to take up an entire instructional 

period!  Students can complete a short 

writing prompt, share it with others, and 

even revise it, with time to 

spare.  Teachers can ask students to 

close their screens to attend to whole-

group instruction, without worry that it 

will take the devices fifteen minutes to 

wake back up. 

 

Chromebooks: a one-stop research and writing 
shop! 
 
For folks looking at using Chromebooks in their 
classrooms, research and journaling are two 
easily accessible ways to start.  Fast and reliable 
devices make the process easy, and from there, 
the possibilities are endless.  Using 
Chromebooks, teachers can design interactive 
lessons, and students can show what they know 
using video, audio, verbal, or visual means.  Give 
‘em a try today! 
 

CMS student Spencer Plumpton shows off his 

Chromebook work. 

Chromebooks: Reliable, Fast, and Fun! (Continued) 
 

 

 


