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I am excited to present you with the winner of the 

energy challenge!  It was impressive four out of the 

five schools actually used LESS KWH this 

November and December than they did last 

year.  These savings may not only be from turning 

off your electronic devices, but I would like to 

believe the challenge did contribute to some of 

these savings.  

The picture to the right shows you the winner.  

Porters Point School came in first place with a 

savings of 6.44% over last year.  Principal Carolyn 

Millham and her staff at PPS received two 

touchscreen Chromebooks for their school. 

The chart below shows how each school did during 

the challenge.  

A computer system left on everyday overnight can 

cost about $130.00 dollars a year, sometimes 

more.  Start multiplying that number by your number 

of devices and you can quickly see a big cost 

savings.   Since we are trying to get more devices 

into the hands of students, we will need to be even 

 
more diligent about powering off 

equipment.  

I want to thank everyone for taking 

part in the challenge. I hope that we 

can continue powering off devices 

when not in use. 

 

  
     CMS MBS 

    7,683.00 4,422.35 

    7,397.31 4,387.30 

    15,080.31 8,809.65 

 
   

  

 
   

  

 
   7,044.99 4,626.95 

2015    6,963.96 4,381.95 

 
   14,008.95 9,008.90 

      

 
   7.10% -2.26% 

    

 
     

 
     

 
     

     

 

                    KWH  

CHS PPS UMS CMS MBS 

88160 15000 16,960 46880 29280 

83520 13320 16,160 45760 28960 

171680 28320 33120 92640 58240 

     

     

85426 13842 16,142 45073 31233 

82913 12655 16,894 42582 28897 

168339 26497 33036 87655 60130 

     

-1.95% -6.44% -0.25% -5.38% 3.25% 
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Over the following months we will be 

upgrading your Internet Explorer (IE) 

browser to IE 11.  We will be implementing 

this upgrade to improve our security.  

The upgrade will happen automatically from 

our Windows Update Server.  We will send 

out an email notifying you when the update 

will happen.  The time your computer will be 

affected is estimated at 5-10 minutes to 

download the install, and then a computer 

restart is required.  You can choose when to 

restart, just like all other Windows Updates.  

Once the computer has restarted it will bet 

Did you know the IT department is responsible for close to 3,400 devices in the district? All 

of these devices comprise our inventory.  We use the inventory for many things, including 

determining our replacement plan for the coming year.  

 It can be challenging to keep our computer inventory up to date and accurate.  There are 

many reasons for this. Sometimes equipment gets shuffled around when classrooms are 

moved during the summer.  Technology has also become mobile; we now have laptops, 

Chromebooks, iPads, and tablets. Sometimes, let’s face it, you might just grab equipment in 

order to meet your current needs and then forget to put it back.  Hey, it happens and we 

understand.  However, we would appreciate your help in tracking equipment.  

Here’s what you can do… 

Every piece of technology has a barcode on it. The barcode is on the bottom of laptops, the 

backs of monitors and iPads. For desktops, projectors, and apple TV’s the barcode is 

located on the side.  I’m sure you’ve seen it, but in case you’re not sure which barcode I’m 

referring to, here’s a picture: 

   

If you move any technology (laptop, Chromebook, desktop, monitor, projector, apple tv) to a 

different room, please write a tech ticket to let us know about this change and include the 

barcode number.  If you cannot find any barcode on the device, please find the serial 

number. The serial number might be on the outside of the device, or you may have to look 

for it in the properties of the device.   

We appreciate your help! 

Internet Explorer 11 
By Kathy Couillard 

 

 

Moving around your computer equipment? 
By Shirley Sebo 

 

another 2-4 minutes to configure the update.  

We will not push the update to the schools 

who are doing SBAC testing until after the 

testing window has closed. 

 

To see what’s new with IE 11 select this link.  

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-

us/internet-explorer/browser-

ie#touchweb=touchvidtab1  

 

 

 

 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/internet-explorer/browser-ie#touchweb=touchvidtab1
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/internet-explorer/browser-ie#touchweb=touchvidtab1
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/internet-explorer/browser-ie#touchweb=touchvidtab1
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As we move closer to the SBAC live test date it 

would be helpful if you could help us verify the 

secure browser is working.   

When you are taking your practice test, you as the 

Test Administrator should log into the AIR portal at 

http://vt.portal.airast.org/ and look at practice tests 

through that site.  Students should start using the 

secure browser so they can become familiar with 

how testing will work through the secure browser.  

This will also allow us to verify that the browser and 

the tools are working prior to test day. 

For Laptops or Desktop that have been 

designated test stations.  The secure browser 

should show up on the Desktop of the device.  The 

icon should say VTSecure Browser 7.2.  It looks like 

this:    

 

If you do not have this icon or it says anything 

except VTSecure Browser 7.2 then please submit a 

Helpdesk ticket identifying the problem. (Secure 

Browser missing or incorrect version)  The secure 

browser provides tools that do not work in the portal, 

for example text-to-speech.  Therefore testing those 

in the secure browser is necessary to ensure these 

tools work.  

It is strongly recommended that you have students 

logon to the computer and go directly to the secure 

browser.  If students login and open any other 

application, Chrome, Gmail, Paint, etc,,, the Secure 

Browser will warn them that they cannot run the 

secure browser with other applications open.  

Sometimes even if they close those applications the 

computer needs a complete reboot to free the 

applications and allow the secure browser to run.  I  

am sure you can see this will waste quite a bit of 

your time.   

For Chromebooks. 

The secure browser application is pushed to all 

Chromebooks.  Student should power on the 

Chromebook and click the Apps folder at the 

bottom of the Chromebook. 

 

Once they do that they will see the AIRSecureTest 

Icon and they should click on that. 

 

This will start the Secure Browser application and 

your students should be good to go.  Remember 

they do not log in to the Chromebook, they only run 

the secure browser application. 

Please remember to keep all of your devices fully 

charge. 

 If you have technology problems during your 

testing and an IT person is not in your building 

please call the Helpdesk line at 264-5727. 

 

 

 

 

 

On the frist day 

or two of SBAC 

testing we will 

have an IT 

person in your 

building to 

quickly answer  

your questions. 

 

 

SBAC Testing and Technology Support 
By Pamela Lowe 

 

 

http://vt.portal.airast.org/

