WELCOME

e ——————————————————




Highlights for Spring of Junior Year

*Sign up for SAT/ACT tests — pay attention to regison deadlines! If you have an idea of some of
the schools you would like to have your scores sgnmemember to identify them on your registration
forms. You can identify up to four schools to rieeeyour scores free of charge. Taking the
SAT/ACT at this time will give you an idea of yosirengths and weaknesses and give you time to
prepare to take the test again in the fall of ys®mior year if necessary.

«June 7 SAT register by May 6; June 14 ACT registeMay 9
* Continue to look for scholarship programs thattmige appropriate for you.

* Read through information sent to you by variousosts to get a better idea of what degree programs
you are interested in pursuing and which schodbs ¢fie academic environment you are looking for.

» Watch for free VSAC workshops
*Attend College Pathways conference March 29 (€wst) or April 12 (Lyndon State).

*Continue to be involved in extra-curricular adii®s, community service opportunities, community
activities and employment.

*Carefully select yous to make sure you meet the requirements for graatyatind
NCAA eligibility requirements, if applicable. Remer to take a strong academic course load your
senior year.



Highlights for Summer after Junior Year

*Narrow your list of schools that you are interdsteto about five. Put aside money
for application fees.

+Visit schools that you are interested f@ontact the admissions offices to schedule
times to visit, tour the campus, meet admissiopsesentatives, and gather
additional information.

Start identifying teachers, employers, coachegisads and other adults who you
plan to ask to write a letter of recommendationylmu. You should plan to obtain
three letters of recommendation for the collegdiegion process.

*Gather application materials for the schools y@iiaterested in, if you haven't
already done so. You can request materials, frebarge, by calling the school’s
admissions office, or by visiting the school’'s wisbsind filling out the online
request form.

*Find out when the SAT/ACT tests will be adminisin the fall so you don’t miss
the registration deadlines. The deadline for theolder SAT is TBD. The deadline
for the September 13 ACT is August 12. The deadbn¢he October 25 ACT is
September 19.



College Process for Seniors

September 2008
e ——

Check that you are enrolled in the classes you neéar graduation
Register for October SAT/ACT
Deadline for Nov. SAT is TBD
Deadline for the Oct ACT is Sept. 19
Obtain CHS transcript package from guidance office
Startasking adults for letters of recommendation
Begin rough drafts of college applications
Begincollege essays
Write important dates in your calendar (college deadlines/SAC financial aid night,
Check in guidance for dates college representativedll be visiting
Attendcollege fair at St. Mike’s, Date TBA:




College Process for Seniors

October 2008
e ————————— I ———

Start college application process with guidance affe (make transcript and recommendation requests)
Solicit teacher recommendations
Complete college admissions application essays fearly action/early decision
Develop college application essays
Continue to look for/attend VSAC Financial Aid Night

Get a copy of the VSAC Scholarship booklet (if avéble) from the guidance office and continue
researching scholarship options

Plan to visit colleges you wish to see/apply to ~ schddunterview(s) if required or recommended
Take SAT/ACT
October SAT Date TBD
October 25 ACT
Check college catalogs for admission and financiaid deadlines

Be sure that your official test scores are sent liye testing agency to colleges on your list



College Process for Seniors

November 2008
—————

Watch for and make note of early application deadhes
Continue working on college admissions and scholdrg applications
Finalize college essays for regular deadlines
Obtainfinancial aid applications as soon as available
Familiarize yourself with financial aid applications as soon as available
Collect teacher recommendations

Make note of which scholarships you are eligible tapply for by reviewing the VSAC Scholarship Booklet
(if available) and other scholarship resources

Take November SAT Test (if appropriate)
Get FAFSA PIN online



College Process for Seniors

December 2008
——————

Review and begin completing financial aid applicabns well ahead of the deadlines
~ Prepare for early January
Completeand prepare to mail college application forms anessays
Study for exams ~ your grades are still important
Continueto watch for deadlines!
Obtain VSAC Unified Scholarship application (in VSAC Scholarship Book) from the guidance counselor’s &ite
Save for your college deposits and other fees
Take SAT/ACT (if appropriate)
~December SAT Date TBD
~December 13 ACT
Have official test scores sent to colleges on yolist, if you have not already done so



College Process for Seniors
January 2009

e —————

File FAFSA, VSAC Grant application and other required forms in early January ~ use
estimated income information if necessary

Complete VSAC Unified Scholarship application
Continue to search and apply for local, state andational scholarships

Keep working in your classes ~ grades and coursesrtinue to count throughout senior
year

Requesthat guidance send your first semester grades thé colleges to which you
applied

Photocopyeverything for your files before mailing it!
Save for college deposits and other expenses

Take SAT January if applicable



College Process for Seniors

February 2009
e ——

Watch for and respond promptly to additional financial aid information request(s) from VSAC
and/or college(s)

Look for student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail ~ repond as required & save a copy for your
files

Look for first responses from college admissions
Continue to search and apply for local, state andational scholarships
Visit colleges on your vacation week
Save for college deposits and expenses

Monitor your applications to be sure that all materials aresent and received on time and that
they are complete

Take ACT February 7 if applicable



College Process for Seniors

March 2009
—————

Look for college application responses
Analyzeyour college options
Plan your summer opportunities

Look for a letter from VSAC confirming that your grant a pplication is on file. If additional information
is requested ~ return corrected paperwork and sava copy for your files

Continue to work on scholarship applications ~ watk for deadlines
Continueto work on your academics ~ colleges review your gdes_throughgraduation!

Keep saving for college deposits and expenses ~ yaill need the money!



College Process For Seniors

April 2009
——

Receive and analyze college financial aid award tets ~ ask VSAC for assistance
Questionhow outside aid (such as scholarships) will affeetach college award
Chooseyour college wisely ~ weigh all factors in your désion making (including $$3$)

Returnthe admissions acceptance letter on time

Send requested deposits, forms, fees, etc. to tralege of your choice before the common
May 15t deadline

Do not commit to a college if you have not receiveall of your award letter ~ contact
admissions offices and ask for extensions until ychave received and reviewed all
information

Study for exams ~ your grades still matter

Save college deposits and expenses...deposits are N&XT month



College Process For Seniors

May 2009
————————

BE PROUD~ YOU HAVE COMPLETED A DIFFICULT AND TIME-CONSUMING TASK
Finish the school year with a grand finale
Mail your deposit to the college you plan on attenidg by the common May 2! deadline

Askyour Outreach Counselor about education loan optios or contact the VSAC loan
Department at 800-642-3177

Finalize financial aid arrangements

Take Advanced Placement examinations (if appropriate) tequest that your AP scores be
sent to the college you will attend



College Process For Seniors

June 2009
——

Celebrate ~ you made it to graduation

Notify the Financial Aid Office at the college you will beattending of the private scholarship(s)
and grant(s) you received

Requesthat your Guidance secretary send your final transapt to the college you will attend

An Outreach Counselor will be available to help yowall summer ~ call VSAC at 800-642-3177
and ask for Outreach

Know when the payment for tuition, room and board,meal plans, and etc., is due ~ ask the
financial aid office about a possible payment plathat will allow you to pay in installments (if
necessary and needed)

Keep in touch with your Outreach Counselor as you g off to college ~ send your college e-mail
address to us at

Look for information in the mail from college about housing, orientation, course selection,
roommate(s), etc. ~ respond promptly to all request

Attend college orientation program






Recommended Course of Study for Admission to Four &ar Colleges

4 Years of English
3 Years of Laboratory Science
4 Years of Mathematics (Including Algebra 11/Trig)
3.5 Years of Social Studies

3 Years of the same World Language

Recommended Course of Study for Admission to

Highly Competitive Colleges

4 Years of English
3-4 Years of Laboratory Science
4 Years of Mathematics (Including Calculus)
4 Years of Social Studies

4 Years of the same World Language



DEPARTMENT OF ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL AID
January 11,2002

Denise Demers, Guidance Counselor
Colchester High School

PO Box 900

Laker Ln. .

Colchester, VT 05446

Dear Denise,

I hope your new year is off to a good start. At the University of Vermont, we’re extremely busy
as the year begins, but I'want to take a moment to provide you with some information that may
help you counsel your college-hound students.

As you know, the University’s leadership has focused its attention on enhancing the quality of
undergraduate life at UVM and on enrolling those students most able to benefit from a rigorous
academic experience. Initiatives such as the Green & Gold Scholarship and expansion of the
Vermont Scholars Program have succeeded in attracting more strong Vermont students to the
University. While the University of Vermont undergraduate applicant pool has been holding
steady for a number of years at about 8,000 applications, this year I am witnessing a dramatic
change in that trend. We received a significant increase in Early Action and Early Decision
applications and that gain appears to be holding for the regular pool as well. Of course, we
haven’t yet reached our January 15 deadline, and it takes several weeks before we are certain of
the final results. Nevertheless, I thought it was important for you to know that application
volume from both Vermont and Out-of-State students seems to have increased significantly.

In December, UVM responded to this trend by being more conservative than usual with early
decisions, something you may have noticed with our decisions for your Early Action and Early
Decision candidates. Should the application volume increase hold, it is likely that we will offer
admission to students with somewhat stronger academic records than you have seen in recent
years. The university continues to examine all applicant records comprehensively to ensure that
the entire student background is considered when gauging a student’s potential for success at
UVM, but in this climate it may behoove some of your students to consider submitting an extra .
one or two college applications to ensure that they have plenty of options as they complete their
planning for the fall.

We will keep you abreast of the UVM enrollment picture as it evolves. In the meantime, you
may find this an opportune moment to remind your younger students to challenge themselves
academically throughout their high school years to enhance their chances of admission to their
state’s University. I wish you the best of luck with this busy season.

Singerely,
L Fsicon

Donald M. Honeman
Director of Admissions and Financial Aid

-

Donald M. Honeman
330 Watcrman Building, Burlington, VT 05405-0160, Telephone (802) 656-8793, Fax (802) 656-4076
E-mail: Donald. Honeman@uvm.edu

Equal C nity / £ ive Action Employee €39

Significantly increased volume
*More conservative decisions

*Admitting students with
somewhat stronger academic
records.






